On the other hand, this also meant that the acceptance rate had to be reduced and only those manuscripts which achieved the highest priority could be considered for publication. Much to our regret, there were many good submissions we could not accept. The rise in submissions inevitably resulted in an everincreasing workload, competently managed by the whole team.
I had the privilege to work with the tireless and highly professional staff of the Editorial Office in Vienna headed by Stefanie Bolldorf. In Munich, Dr. Katrin Deininger, who manages the review process and liaises with the office in Vienna, provided invaluable contributions to the journal. Working closely with her was inspiring and efficient. Our publisher Nature Springer has been supporting our journal since the onset and I highly appreciated the collegial cooperation with Dr. Ute Heilmann and Dr. Isabel Arnold.
I would also like to express my sincere gratitude to the Deputy Editors of European Radiology, Prof. Rahel KubikHuch, Prof. José María García Santos, Dr. Sujal Desai and Prof. Peter Vock, whose contributions and hard work as well as their expert advice in shaping the strategy for the further development of the journal cannot be overemphasised. Together with the members of the Scientific Editorial Board, the Deputy Editors provide the subspecialised expertise in their fields, which allows for adequate assessment of the scientific value and originality of submitted manuscripts.
For a scientific journal it is mandatory to maintain and safeguard the validity and ethical standards of the publications. The work of the reviewers is key to achieving this goal. The reviewers invest an enormous amount of their spare time engaging in this task and I cannot thank them enough for their tremendous dedication and support.
The ESR permitted me to engage professional specialists in bioinformatics, who check manuscripts for their methodological correctness and statistical rigour and provide advice to the authors on how to improve, if required.
For the radiological community it is of high importance to develop the knowledge and skills of the younger generation in scientific publishing. Therefore, the Albert L. Baert Editorial Fellowship was introduced four years ago, which allows gifted young imaging scientists to make themselves familiar with the principles of manuscript evaluation, manuscript editing, organisation of peer review, manuscript production and publishing, including electronic publication. As of now, we have hosted four fellows in Munich and we are happy to report that this was a highly rewarding experience for both the fellows and ourselves.
The ESR has continuously and effectively supported and encouraged its flagship journal European Radiology for which I would like to express my gratitude. Among various excellent applicants for the position of Editor-in-Chief of European Radiology, the ESR Search Committee selected Prof. Dr. Yves Menu from Paris. He has an outstanding scientific profile, extensive editorial experience, distinctive communication abilities and has served in prominent positions of ESR. I am sure that he will introduce exciting and forward-looking innovations and ideas, and that he will manage the journal most effectively so that European Radiology will flourish and grow under his leadership. Together with the two other journals in our family, Insights into Imaging and European Radiology Experimental, and their respective Editors-in-Chief, Prof. Dr. Luis Martí-Bonmatí and Prof. Dr. Francesco Sardanelli, the ESR and the European radiology community are excellently prepared for the future. The readers of these journals can look forward to stimulating and enthralling content.
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